Cell-mediated immunity to dietary antigens in coeliac disease.
By means of the leukocyte migration inhibition test a significant depression of migration index (indicating increased immunity) was found in 10 untreated coeliac patients compared with 24 control subjects with the dietary antigens bovine serum albumin (BSA) and egg white but not with milk. The degree of immunity was similar to that obtained with gluten fraction III as antigen. Treatment with a gluten-free diet led to a decrease in immunity to egg white and BSA, but immunity to gluten fraction III was increased in the early months of treatment.